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PkaplletMu In In initio- - llrnnn em the Hook
of

The blmly of lldiiniv nml Christian relljr- -

I Ions thought, which In the bunds of lliim-H-

IIkham, widens Into it profound iiml fruitful
i nlwlyuf humanity, Iiiih lately pnunptoilnnex- -

nmlimtlnnnf the oxtinoiilliiary discourse whleh
flue res in nur lllblo under the Greek iiimin of
Kcolenhistof. The essay 'in thispiibjott which

pimnrs In the ouriont number ot the Hrruetlt
jinn .fiiierfe. exhibits more strikingly nnd com- -

plnlaly than nliyothcrol his published writing
f ) the Incomparable llieiniy chnrin with nliic.li

'
the author knows how In commend ami IllumiI. nate tin) hnril-wi- ri'sults n( scientific erlll- -

im, erudition, mill historical
' insight. Hero In pcifuimcd, with moio than

usual grace iiml felicity, the remarkable found'
cm" by which, with the illm nnd scan-l- y

hints of mi undent mnnusei I pi, Italian re
. intruelsnn ago, brings to view

pvenos. widctleH. nml iiiircoimlllliiH, mul trans-- 1

. . lusevs, ho to speak, hit Uiought Into tlio blood
anil hinln nf men lioin under the must OIh- -

, emiiatit ami n tnotu conditions of heredity mul
' cnvlitimucnt, Tim I'onoliislons which he

reaches by n study of Fcdeslnstcs arc. bo novel
, li nnd liileiehtinc, mul they tire eonllrnioil mul II- -

j lustrufod by smii linpiesalio unalogios, ilniwn
I j from tho iittltiulo of skepticism In all eoim- -

I i tries and In nil times, that wo hove thought It
t trorth whllotiiroproeluco the Mihslnmoof his

j i, ftssny, iiormltlliig ourKiiioH, however, to eon- -
' b dense that pint of ll which ileitis chiefly with
'V klbllogruphlevil dolollb, In onler to present
Ji, morn fully the historical and plilloeiophle'ul ro- -

4 flections.
I.

:') What Is the true nnmo of the liook which wo
, f; know ns Kecli'slastos, mid when anil by whom

v ai It written? M. Italian thinks that the
j " meaning of the Hebrew wonl Cohclct, which!!j:(' itandB by way of title oior tho ellstsmrso In the
j

(
trrlgliial tongue. Is now iindlseoiornblo. though,
In lila opinion, tho negative conclusion mnybo

i ' affirmed with eonlldonoo that it should not bo;,
I, trmiHliilcil Eeelesl.istos or Preacher. That It

mm a term, whether descriptive r eaballBtleul,
by which tho nuthoi choso to designate Bolo-

mon, the con of David, Is plain, from tho book
'

v Hsulf; hut that Is all wo know about It. nnd.ne- -

(ordlngly. M. lU'nan prefers to rise tho Hebrew
' ' word In referring to tho dlBcource.
j ,t An rojrnrilH tho duto of tho tnatle. M. Italian

i j j f Is led by tho vnrinns pvocch-o- m of textual crltl- -

i,i- - lHin to fix It nt ubout a hundred licforo
I, i the birth of ChrlHt. when the Scleucld power had

been brokon np In Byrln, mid Klvon placo to
', citlon ami minor local dnnH- -

, tloa, nnioni; which tho ABinonenn royal hoiiuo
J ! Icrael was eonopleuoui. It wan not until

I i , toward tho mid of tho llit conturyof ourera
j r that the trontlio called Cohclet ennio to In- -

' much talked about, and was Included, iiltliniicliB, i,', not without lohoniont opOHltlon. Intlie Ilcluew
Hi 'i onnon. About tho yonr 136 A, D. Aijullu trini.s- -

;9J! If Inted it into (Iroek, mid Chrlctiaiis to
il j road It. Homo of tho fathere do not Kecni to

il bavo recoKiilnoil Its cnnoiilclty, at all eionts
J j jl thoydonotjiiotolt;biit,foilillcdbytheaipii)al
j ft cI(5rlnn,C'hryoitoiii,nndJoroinoitBphux)wa- -

', finally niwiirod lu tho t'liriittiim Scripture. Tho
;, ruilouud puerllo crltichm of tho niidillo obci
I vt.-- not perplexed by tho dluVtiltles wlih'h

' tlilx KliiKUlariiimM)Uia prcnentx to reflecting
'. nMniR OrotliH wai tho Urst to avow himself
I BftimLillA'd by rortaln paxioso", and ho pev--

j ' oclved, also, that tho Iiiiikiioco was of a later
data than tho epoch of the onptlilty In ll.tliylun.

j Hiibsniuont critics rooivrnlimil, without ox- -

jihilnliiB, the utrnnso BkepliclKin of tho writer.
j

r IliUiuaiid Uwnld at hist entered tho true path
' t hlBU)ric.il IntorproUtlon, but thoy iuIm'oii- -

colvild tho chariwiter of tho book.
! and completely vitiated Ita purport by profenM- -

' ln to Uotoct in It a pretojitloui tmni'cijnden- -

;l
' fallBm. For thorn, IWnan, Cohclct was n

" peeieH of thcoloclnn of tlio of Gotlln- -

Kcn or Zurich, ileeuplnB Ills Ideas bvpedan-- 1

tie cirounnolutlon. Their nxeceMn, however,
H ' erodited with n certain amount of
K '" DroffrcM", for they ncrecd that. In order toex- -

'K' pound the liook, you inuit defcend at leant an
H ' lutoivs the M,icedoui.in epoch: and .likolud- -

Hj I lnittcd that the illconr.40 wax of Mill more
j' I infrtlcrn date than the earlier rrutc-tn- nt critici- -

I ! I bad Imagined. Hut tlio Coholct, wc are told, in
t, A work o CHncntlally JuwNh, Unit It wan re
ft orod for Hcbrow critics to dlstlnKiilih its
J' ' Uaraer mid veritable mcanliiK. Mces Ifen- -

L dliohii undrMU)oil it betUir than tho Prot--

t ' Btnnt thoolot'lanx. and finally It woo clven to
M, Oractztoaceoinpli'h the nio--- t oontidcrnbli
Btopln the Interpretation of tho book. Many

) cOiere had dwelt upon tho inodnrp fciatureof
I Its lanKU,u;c, but M. (Iniclz pointed out thnt

ueli conunonU did not no far enoueh. and that
, i. to dlHoovcr tho ii,il analoaucH of Its stylo jmi
t j miiftt corac clown alinont to the

As to tlio author of Coholct, M. Hunan bub- -

(tOBtfl that ho wai, perhnpB, sorao Rroat-Krand- -'

!i father of Annas, or Cat.iphn, of tlioBO arlsto- -

ratlc prlcwts who Fcntcnced Jesus with a llcht
. h'art. lie was tho Ideal Kailditccc, tlio eon- -

i miminaUi typo of tlioso rich roopledoiold of
; bigotry, professing no bollof of nnyBort In a

future life, altaohud to tlio ritual of tho temple
' ' xthlcli made their fortuiifl, full of wrath asalnst

l , j fanatlOB, and invariably dollchtod whon they
; I

'
ivere put to djath. The otlort has frequently
boon made to ilcto.-- t In tho writer' philosophy

' traces of tho Intlueneoof Orook thought. M.

,i IWnan can ro'0nlxo no proof of It, Kiory- -
'

, thlnpr in tlio book is oxpllcnbln by tho
' loclcal development of the Hebrew mind.

.i
i I '; It Is cjulto probable, Indued, that
i Iho writor Is later than Eplourim,
! yet ho soems not to hnvo recelveil any Ilolluula

education. His Btyle Is BovorolKnlr Bemltla
, Jn his wliolo vocabulary not a Orook word, not
I u characteristic Hollonlsm. Jlorcovor, ho Is far
' from pushing as far as liplcurus tho radical
; denial of l'rovidenoo and tho principle that the
, ' eodn aro mankind. Ills notiotm of

BhyBl(l hclcnco aro sound enoiwh, but they
'

ftro rathur evolved, like thoso of Tlialos and
lluraelltus. from judicious conoral observa
tion, than from truly scientlllo labor proeo- -

uted after tho fashion of Archimedes or tho
y Alexandrian wcliool. Assuredly his morality,
li ( which preaches a rluht medium (j'ttte niiUuul,
K ' has analogues In flrcce. pnrtlcularlyutCyreno.
L ' KecleslaMcs, wo nro told, ince.Bnntly pintles
f' Ttuwdorus of Oyreno, without halting at
lfl i the hitter's fnuikly IrrellKioiLS afllrmationh.
i i' Again, AriHtlppoB of C'yreno would reeotfnlzi.

if!'1 by many mnrks of ufllnlty, n confrere in thlB
anfettered Jew. who Is bllndisl by no prejudice,
mid who has learned to place tho u pi omo end
el life In truniiull pleasure. Gyrene, Indeed,
next to Alexandria, was the city whoro thoro
wiiromostJowB. Hut tho pamo causes, eontin- -

E ties IMnan, produce, in the most dliorBo of
t human families, like effects. Tho man of tho
I world, the well-bre- d person. Is much tho pumn,
1 ivhether wo meet him in Iluropo, In China, or
' tnJnpau, A Greek, to toll tho truth, would not

I
jj have glien utterance to tho orprnsslon of such
3 complete discouragement. Faith In science.

i ' kupt flrooco up. Kocleslostes. on tho other
hand, Is tlio outcome of nbsoluto dcciepltude.

! Nobody was ever older or more utterly used.up,
To think that this pleco of Bkoptlclsm, at ohm

jj no elegant and so dreary, ohould hnio been
vwitton but a Utile while bvfoie tho Goi-pel-s

J and the Talmudl A Btrango race, verily, aie
' the Jaws, and iiuulllled to piirprl&ous wldi all
'

I'orts of contrnstB, They gave Ood to the
. i .. world, yet thoy hard'y bollmo In Illm. They

J crrated rellulon.but thoy nro tiie lenst religious
; of pooplos. Thoy founded tho hope of hunian- -

lty in a Kingdom of Heaieii, jut all their mges
'

j repeat to us that wo must busy ourselves only
' I with the earth, Tho most enlightened races

taken their preaching seriously, and thealiavo thumsolioH hiuile at it. His ancient
j llteraturo hns rousod tho fanaticism of all mi- -

'(I tlon, whllo nobody sees bottor than tho Jew its
t xvoak sides. To-da- nn two thoupand jears

ugo, ho would willingly shut up tho sacred vol-- I

lime with such a dainty reflection as you ex- -
I uect from a roader fond of his repose: "Enough

of Inspired books llkethlsj too much reading
n n weailnebs to the flesh."

II.
i The Integrity 'A tho text of EccleBlaMcs
i hlch has como down to us has boon tho sub- -

I j (lect of home iliscusslon. but up to tho 8th vorso
jot tho )'iu chapter no gt&io ourplclvr. hu

boon Btartod. If wo make tlio hook tirmlnatn
at this point, M. lti'nnii thinks that on tho
whole, nml allowing, of course for tho minor
alterations which all undent manuscripts hnvo
underrfonoln thnpioeessof repeated transcrip-
tion, tlio text has been pioxcrvcd Intact, It
seems clear thnt the words put in the mouth of
Coholct end with the Hth erPo of tho hist chap-to-

Tho clliicourHo Is thus i IommI designedly
as It had been begun, with thy cxi Initia-

tion. "Vanities of vanitlcB." Tho lith
and Hllli mires also, In (he opinion of M,

IWnan, are the luithentio lttterniice of the au-

thor, and constitute, a port of epilogue, com-
pleting tho lliilon which forms the franiewoik
of the Iniok, and by which the writer chooses to
put his own Ideas lathe mouth of Ho'.oinou, Il
Is certain thai these icrses no dogmatic!
orpectnrlaii purpose, and loienl no motive for
Interpolation, It is othctwlso witli the lllh
mul l'ith ersc.H, whiih have no direct rela-

tion to the wink, and manlfchtly wnn as a
sort of epigraph oni.unp ton compilation or
canon nf writings which tho reader Is In-

vited to icgaid as itolliiitely closed,
Not only nro thc-- e two lerses not by
tho author of r,cclcslasleii, but they
noicr formed a portion of the book. Thoy nro
nsi)closof note Idbcitcd on the lly leaf of the
lolunio of sacred docuitnmtsnt a tlmo when the
Coholot occupied tho last pages of tlio col-

lection. Tho last two verses (13th mid
llth) have len suppuM-- by some critics
to bo a Into addition made after the supple-
mental note had, by tho blunder of u copyist,
been Incorporated In the toxt, and Intended to
redeem by a plouB reflection tlm heterodoxy of
the discourse. Il Is moio reaonablo to con-

sider these last two verses n n part of tlio
note, la which, after the manner of

tlio lUibbls, an uttempt wosmnile to mm up the
whole Ulblo In a few words.

Tho toxt of KeolohlastoB Is corrupted by many
errors of tho copyists, but hud It been handed
down to us with literal fidelity it would still
present great illflleiiltles. The author's ideas
are idniploenoush, and rciiulre no metaphjsl-ca- l

nnaljsls In order to be understood. Hut In
his diction he seems to Inlor under a singular
embarrassment. Ho develops his thought by
eucccFslio light touches. Instead of the grand,
synthetic style of l'lntoand Ailstotlo his

Is liken heap of dry, lincemoiited stones
Thoautlior's Is.i cultivated mind, which finds
at hand only nn idiom rebellious to tlio end
he has In view. Tho Hebrew In tho
eighth, seventh, nnd Blxth centuries liefoie
Christ hud produced master works which
mankind was to adopt as the outcome
of Divine inspirations; but this classical llt-

eraturo was ONtremelv clicumscribed. It in-

cluded nothing which could lie termed science
or philosophy. Admirable for tho oxpiesslon
of pasIon. tho Hebrew has no subtle adiipla-timi- s

for the reasoning faculty. Tho Arable, In
tho eleventh and twelfth centuilesof our era
encountered thesame dclh'iaitvj'. ltwas forced
to reprotliuo ideas for wliirhlt had not been
constructed, whence nn exwslio awkwiail-nesswn- s

c.pcrienccd. If we except the mo-

ments when thoy escape into mysticism the
Arabic philosophers aio poor wnteis. The
Semitic languages do not l"iul thcim-cl- s b

tiny meiins to the eiuci-pio- of concatenated
Ideas; they fitk the lively stioWe. the
sp,uk;lliey dccoinpoto a jileco of reasoning
and hold up its pints to view. We cannot con-
ceive of Descartes, or Kplnowi, or Kunt

their achievements in philosophy by
the nid of such an instrument. According to
M. llunnn, tho author of IVeleslai-t.'- s had a
liliilosophlcal mind, but not a philosophical
language, at Ills disposal. His desperato effoitk
toaceoiiipllsh asjllogism mo compared to the
toitures of agrcnt musician foned to execute
a complicated symphony with an untrained or-

chestra.
An obscriation of JJ. Dereubouig Is thought

to throw much light on the author's meth-
od of writing, nnd ou tho rules which gov-

ern the evolution of his thought. It appears
that one of tho churneteiistle features of
tho moral peony of India and of
I'eiiti.i with which Bcleslastes offers a
good many analogies, s tlio eiihtoui
of stili hlng votes into n tissue of
proso. these vurscs sonietiiues consisting of
iiuotations from n poets, and
sometimes being composed by the niitlior
himself. Every reader of Eccleslustcs
has remarked tho proverbs, almost disconnect- -

-- id with tlio context with which tho author
sows thickly Ids dei lamatlon, wllh a view It
seems, to biuik its monotonous ouricut.
Wo nro told that here the Cohulet has
only nntliipntcd tho tpo of oointiosiilon
for which the Frisian poet Saadl was to
fiiinish the perfected model. As regards
the goneial tonor. tho diction of Kcelo-hiast-

Is prose, but the sequence of Ideas Is

often Interrupted by metrical Intercalations,
by llttlo rhythmical parentheses, which
take away from tho proso a too pro-

tracted giavlty, und divest tho reader of tho
fulso Idea that a rigorous lino of argument is
hidden beneath theso slight embroideries. It
Is hnrd for tho translator to render sensible
this transition from proso to poetical Quota-

tions. In tho translation of Kcclcsiastes which
will Bhortly follow tlio present M. Kenan
has trlod, ho tells us, to represent tho rhythm of
tho Hebiow verses cited by recurring to tho

metres of French poetry such as
wero exhibited lu tlio quatrains of the old Mo-

ralities or tho rhymed couplets In which the old
Galllo piovorbs weio imbedded. Ho finds that
I hymo, after all. Is tlio best del leo to indicato Iho
effect of the poetlcul Interjections, which lighten
up and play over tho proso text of the Hebiow
writer of tho nuat words flung Into the air,
tumbling back, nnd caught upngntn with giddy
velocity. In such a cubo ou feel, he says,
that literal translation would bo tho worst of
truiLsonB. Is this choice literary morsel, devoid
of any dogmatic purpoeo, to bo transformed
podautlcally Into heavy theological proso, the
bettor to satisfy grammarians ? What u repul-slv- o

Incongruity! As well turn Herangor Into
a homily, or tho sermons of Hossuet Into mad-ilg.,-

m
What was tho purpose of tho autlior In

the Btrango dlseouruo preached tn
Eeclcsinstcs to Bolomon? Khould wo olnss tills
book ntnong tho purely apocryphal writings
In that vast psoudepigrnphlo literature which
during a long period of Jewish history wxs so
fecund in literary Impostures ? Not precisely.
When n Hebrew author of the centuries near
our own ora assumed, In order to enforce some
strong thought on his contemporaries, tho
inantlo of some ancient prophet or celebrated
man, llko Moses, Enoch, or Dnrucli, he un-
doubtedly designed to got his proso accepted as
tho work of suoh antlquo personages; and usu-
ally his assertion was credited, for no notton of
literary criticism existed at tho time. Such was
not altogether the Intention of tlio writer of
IicclcBlnMes. Tho author of an apoc-

ryphal book was Invariably n fanatic,
who sacrificed his self-lov- o to tho Interest of
his cause. You can plainly see IiIb drift, und
tho current of opinion he is working for, Tho
author of Eccleslastes. on tho other hnnd,
would be vory much annoj'cd thnt you could
think him guilty of any kind of prosclytlsm.
Although ho does not conlldo to us hlsntiino.
ho Is far from being froo from literary preten-
tion; sometimes, Indeed, ho flings off his
mask in a surprising wanner. Thus, at tho
end of tho work, after tho lust words placed in
the mouth of Solomon, ho speaks in his own
iiiimo and discriminates himself sharply from
tho son of David. It may bo well to quota the
3th nnd 10th verses of the last chapter. In order
P show how elcnrlj tlio distinction tietwcen the
llctltlous iiorsoiiogo and the writer's person-
ality is maikcd. Theylrun thus In our English
version;

0 And moreover, Wniue tt) Prtashtr will wt, lit
ttltl tAUilit the ptcplft ximwMpe, jea, lie khvd fuciiI
tited, ami lought out and act In order maay provcrbi.

10. Tlie Pre Hcher Bought to flint cut acctptatileworda;
and that w huh wai written wai upright, nvtn wordtof
truth.

Tho following verses (tho llth, 12th, 13th,
and 11), formed, as wo hnio peon, no part
of tho discourse; but they Indicate plain-
ly that tho composition, when it appemed,
doodled nobody, that It was rocognixid as
modem, and that tho book, iu i. ww J, wn ac

cepted nn one of tho hnglogrnphle writings
which were dally being added to the Thorn und
tho ancient prophets, Instead of unbludlngtho
old olumo to Insert In it afiei the Froiorbs tlio
newtteatlse ostensibly from the hand of Solo-
mon, they put the lain comer ill the end of tlio
mcred compilation, whero apparently It long
occupied the last place. Thus we see Hint tho
author Is no mote a foigir tliiin l'lato was In
Ills l'iirinenides, or lilsTlmii'iis. Wishing to
glio us nn example of Elcatlc philosophy.
Flnto selects I'lirmenldes: wishing to ofler us
nn Illustration of the l'Mliagorean philosophy,
lie chooses i'lm.t'us, nml puts In their mouths
dlseoiirses adapted to tho d-- lines of their
respective seliools. This is Jiit what the au-

thor of IW'leslastcs has dune: for him the
naino of Solomon is but nn eiidorpemont for
Ideas thnt he deems appropriate to the legend-
ary typo of the old King of Joiusnlcm,

More than this ho makes but small account
of his predetermination to clothe his possl-mi- st

and skeptical ideas wllh Solomon's author-
ity. He betrays himself every moment. Tho
personage whom ho makes talk explains him-

self Indeed. In a way not unliollttliiR the
son of David. s...nn, however, tho author re-

linquishes a Action which would halo diuwn
him on to tedious nml annoying repetitions.
Beginning with the fourth chapter, or nearly so,
ho forgets to bring Solomon on tho stage; ho
ceases to treat his fable sei lously. It Is tho au-

thor himself who Is now speaking on his own
ueeouut when he relates the HI luck he has had
with women, tho sorrows of his solitary llfo,
the trouble ho has taken to make money, tho
preoccupations which besiege him In regard to
those who wlllhiherlt his estate. Unfaithful to
his first Intention, he oxpresses himself henco-forwar- d

like what ho Is. that Is to say, llko a
Jewish lmiu of business, keenly sollelfous about
his Investment, and about tlin
disposition of ills fortune. Wo read, for In-

stance, in our English version, chapter II.,

verses et sen,:
11 Then I looked on all tlie tliat my hand had

wrought, and on the lator ttmt I had lahored to do, and
thoM, alt mi nnll.v nnd icMilIon of ptrlt, and there

an noprntlt under tho Mill
18 Vea 1 hated It hi) Ulr nlilch I Iiml taken under

the tun, because 1 thuutd lealu it unto the man that
etuitl De atti r luv

in. And who knowit'i whether tie halt t c ft il'e man
or a foot I Vet ehnll he haie ruto our all my labor
nheretiil have labored and wherein I haie ihoncd my

rilf wli unler tto etui lltle iff also laiiltj
20 Therefore I went about tn catit-- my heart to

deipulr of nil the lulr whit tt I took under tin mil.
31. Forttitre l a nmn xehope tut or I In ttlMlom, and

liiknowletti. ami in einiltj . ytt to a man that tiuth no:
labored thin in ehalt he leaccitfur hie lortluu This
al-- .atutj and a great cvtt

Chap !,. s There H one alone, and It ere U not a ec.
ouil aei, be tinth itilltur child nt r brother, jet li there
lie en f all til Uls.r neither an Mm is with
rlchte, forealllt tic For w hum do I luLor and bereave
in rout of fowl I Thin le uleo I unity, Jea. II H a euro
travail.

It Is clear, too, that certain reflections would
be out of place, oi m en devoid ol any sense nt all,
In the mouth of a sovereign, Wo. for Instance,
the lemiiik In the thliteeiith and fourteenth
verves of Hie fourth chapter: " IMter Is a poor
ami a wise child than nn old mul foolish king
who will no mote be admonished. I'orout of a
pilsoiiono may come to inlgn, whereas, also,
one that Is bom In the kingdom may Woine
pool." Such llbei tics with n preconcerted plan
of composition are also liciiue nt In the book of
Job. i'ho- -. gieat nud line works of antiquity,
says Itc'naii, hold thenibelies far nboio our
petty classical anxieties about eiisiiiillltudi.
The personages are but moderately consistent
with them-elve- s. So profound Is tho Interest
In man's destiny on the part of these strong
souls Ihut the trilling cares ol llteiary unity
and composition soon escape their attention,
rorthomthe fiction the hnie chosen as the
vehiclo for their ideas is but a pretext, a play-

thing.
IV.

Kiclcsla-tc- s iisul to pass (or the most e

Isxik In the llible. This w.is the verdict
of the theologians, which. In point of fn t, was
quite unfounded. Tho took. viewed as a
whole. Is peifc'tly clear; but theologians woro
specially Inteiested in Uncling it obscure. A

multitude of passages perplex us, because th
text Is corrupt, and because the diction forms
asortof island by Itself In the mass of Hebrew
literature. Hut these difficulties touch only '

the and digressions, whoo connec-
tion with the in.un theme is often imperceptl- -

bio. There are also doilbth - allusions to
political events nml religious seels with which
we aie iinncqiiiuiited. Hut as to tho general
philosophy of the work. It is extiemely simple.
Theauthor'rceurstohls central thought with
.1 persistency which may Indeed seem tedious,
but to which no exception cau Is) taken ou the
score of picclsion,

"All Is vanity." Hmli Is the sum, twenty
times reiterated, of the work. The book Is

made up of a scries of little paragraph, each
of which contains nn observation, a way of
looking nt human life, from which tho conclu-
sion reached is its universal frivolity. Tills
deduction the author draws from tho most va-

rious experiences. He delights in It, makes of
It Uie rhythm and tefrnln of his ideas. To his
oj'otho world offers a sequence of phenomena
invariably the and rolling one after tho
other In a sort of circle. No progress. Tho
past was llko tho present; tho present
is llko what the future will l. The
present Is bad, the past was no better, the fu-

ture will Is) nowiso piefernble. Every effort to
Improvo mnn's condition is ehlnieilcal, slnco
man Is hopolessly circumscribed by his facul-

ties nnd his fate. Abuses will goon foroier;
tho evil jou supposed extinguished lenppeurs
.inon moro envenomed than It was befoio its
suppression.

Tho nulhor assures us that he has tried all
phases of life, and professcB to h.ivo found
thorn all vain. Fleas uro, power, luxurj1, women,
leavo only regrets behind them, ficiencu
series hut to tire tho mind; man knows noth-

ing, will never know anything. Woman is an
absurd creature, an evil genius. Tho corollaiy
would bo to live single. The author has
thought of doing so but to what purpose?
Tho collbato 1b n silly fellow, for ho heaps up
treasures for heirs whom he does not cicn
know, and who will ncvei mako tlio least

of him. The author fulls back next on
friendship; thoro, at least, ho seems to have
oxiK'rlenccd somo satisfaction. We read, for
example, lu ohaptor 1. verse 9, ut teq.:

0, Two are belter than one beiaoee thej haie a t'ood
reward fortlicir lahvr.

in Jurlf the fall, the one will lift up hie Mlow, but
it tie to hitt, ttiat it alone htu he fu!MI, for ho huth nul
liol another tolielp Mm up.

It Again, If two lie tocether, then they have heat, hut
hover can mm be warm alone t

13 And If one prevail auaiiiat him. two ehalt --vltlistand
that one, and a threefold cord U not quickly liioken.

Rut evon under such olreuni6tnneo8 how
shall he find pence In nwoild whero the moiiil
law enjoins goodness, yet where everything
seems expressly formed to encourage wicked-noe- s

1

Crime Is 'folly, doubtless: but wisdom and
piety are by no menns recompensed. Tim
scoundrel yondor Is honored as a virtuous
man ought to be. and the virtuous man Is over-

whelmed with mlsfoitunes which nro tho scoun-
drel's due. Society Is badly mndn ; men aro not
In tbolr proper places; kings mo selfish and
wicked, Judges perverse, the people ungrateful
and forgetful. What, then. Is tiuo practical
wisdom? To enjoy peacefully tho fortune you
have acquired by your own labor, to live hap-
pily with the woman whom you loved when
young, to avoid excesses of ovciy kind; not
to bo too self-den- y Ing, however, or

that by exhausting ellorts you will
tiiuiaph over destiny, neither, on tho other
hand, to abandon youiself to follies
for theso aro almost nlivays punished
not to bo too rich, for grcnt wealth only brings
anxieties; not to bo poor, for tho poor man Is
despised; to accept tliowoild's prejudices as
you find them, without combating them, and
without tiying to uproot them; to piactlso In
everything n philosophy of temperance and
moderation without wmI and without mysti-
cism, A man of tho world, froo from prejudices,
good unturcd. nud goncrous at bottom, but

by tho baseness of his age nnd the
iiiul.uiiiioly conditions of human life such Is
the uuthur ol Ecclcelaetck, Ho would gladly

bo a hero, but really God rewards heroism
so niggardly In this, woild that you aro led to
ask yourself whother you are not running
counter to His wishes by approaching humnn
affairs In that trnnsicrso nbtionnnl fashion,

Sitdi notions In n Greek, or In our time,
would pn-- H for rank Impiety, and would be In-

timately associated with a denial of Hie Di-

vinity. In our author they menu nothing of
tho kind. His views nro those of ft consistent
Jew. Ho Is far from bulnc one of those
eraxy fellows who affirm that "God does not
ovist," You may deem him skeptical, mate-

rialist, fatalist, ami, nbeie nil. pessimist, but
assuredly ho is no atheist. To his mind adetihll
of God would bo tantamount to a denial of tho
world: It would bo sheer foolishness If
ho errs, 'lis liecauso he makes God too
great nml man too little, God created
the world to display His power. Ho Is
perpetually creating life In all Its forms.
Tho ends, however, which He coiileniplaled in
the creation of tliniiniverseiind of man nro im-

penetrable. Hut liow avoid ls'tidlng the knee
lioforo a being so puissant? If Ho gives man
life, He also takes It away. Ho punishes some-
times, ntnl there aro bad actions front which
simple prudenco enjoins us to abstain. Tlio
pleasures of youth, for Instance; you expiate
them later by Infirmities, which, however. Is no
reason for rejecting them altogether. God
judges man, but lu conformity with undlsujv-erubl- o

pilnclples. In the majority of cases
It Is Impossible to reeogulA) His action,
to discern His hand. In Hue, God seems to
tnko but little interest In man, for He
has put him In the most false position
by giving him the preoccupations of Intel-
ligence conjointly with n Unite destiny, which
has the same narrow bounds for the fool and
for the sago, for man as for niilmnls, and
that, too. In a social system whose arrange-
ments suggest tho converse of justice aud
reason.

You should then, llko everybody else, go to
church and practise tlio established form of
worship; but here, as lu nil things, you should
avoid excess. You tease God by too Impor-tiliiat- o

requests; you glvo tho priests powor
over you: fear God, that Is tho real worship.
Doiout people are the most Insupportable of
blockheads, Tlio Impious man Is a lunatic; he
billies God, exposes himself to tho most awful
pel 11; but the plotlst Is a prig, wears God out
with prayers, audolTends Htm while ho thinks
to lionoi Him.

It is plain thnt the impenetrable obscuiity
with which, to our author's eyes, the noild's
government In enshrouded would 1x3 dissipated
If EedosliiHlos bail the slightest notion of a life
to come. In t his reaped his Ideas are those of all
enlightened Jews. Death ends conscious llfo
for tlio Individual lielng. Tlio pale and dieary
existence of tho riina Ighosls) which

credulous people, nnd especially the
superstitious Cannatiltes, Ins no moral signifi-
cance. You are Incapublo of sensation In tho
trlii ol. or dim world, tenanted, accotding to the
vulgar theory by disembodied spirits. In man
and in the niiltmil. death menus one mid the
same thing, lu mnu ns in the nnimal, life pro-
ceeds from God's bteath. which lifts and pene-
trates mnttor by mysterious channels. " There
Is but one and the same bienth In eieiy- -
thing." At death the dliltio breath departs
from mntter. the body returns to tho eaitli.
from whence It came, nnd the splilt louscends
to God, fiotu whom It emanated. For a
ccitnm time there lingers ou the eaitli a
mc'iiuuy which series to continue tho existence
of a man among his fellons, lly ami by this
memory mulshes, nnd then tt Is nil over.
Many Jews, with the hope of escnplng tho
grievous Impression made byso brief a destiny,
used to --ay that man survives in his children.
Ecoleshi-te- s but little sensible to solaco from
this source. A man once dead, his memory
fades niruy, ami It Is as If ho had inner been.

Assuredly we -- liouUI greatly the
charming writer ulio has left us this delicious
philosophical fantasia, if wo sought to frame
from his essay a ilcllnlte symbol of faith.
"There Is yet an ex il." he would say to us,
'which I hale seen under tht sun. and wliich

Is pel haps of nil the sotcst, to wit. the pre-
sumption of the intellect that would fain ex-

plain the utiliei-- e lu half u doA'n words, shut
up the boundless blue of heaven iu a pocket
hns, nnd pinch the inllnlto within a three-inc- h

frame. Woe to lilm that doth not con-

tradict himself at least once a day." Noldy
wuseier moro exempt from peiLintiv than the
author of Kcclesinstiw. The clear peiception
of one truth does not hinder him from seeing
n momcul afteiwanl the opposite truth with
like The complete relinquishment
of life's motile principles docs not preient
him from feeling a lively relish for llfu's
pleasures.

Fosse-so- d of a dt op senso of justice, ho re-

volts against the features of absurdity which
man's fnto exhibits fmm the point of now of
morality. It Is the accent of profound Indig-

nation that wo catch In the following words:
Chap 4,v l so f returned anJ conldercd atltiieop

piteiliiim lhat are done under the imui. and behold ttie
tcaritot melt an were opprcet-ed- and lliey had no roin
forler. ami on the ude of tticlr opprefr-u- n there ivae
power tin they bad no comforter

3 Wherefore I pnn.d the dtud which are already
dead more than the living whli II are yet alive.

.1 Via. bctt.rthau both they ! he which hath not yet
ttt n, who luth not eecn the eitt vvtok that done under
ttie tun

4 AFivln I all travail and every right work,
that tor tide a man U envied of hl mighbor Tliu te

alio v unity and vixnllon of efirit.
Hut what shall a man do about It ? Life has

Its happy hours. Why not pluck them, con-

scious meanwhile that you will pay by ami by
for the joys you bine tasted? Anniso thyself,
young man, but be not deluded; there Is not
one of thy pleasures that thou wilt not have to
evplato one day by regrets as keen. Tho hap-

piest of lives has on Its leveipo sldo years of
old age. when mnn sees slowly waning all his
elation? with tlio wor'd. and all his menus of

enjoyment narrowing to a dose. Thus brought
to thecUtnnx of dejection, tho author, byono of
the most original turn nt force in any literature,
enters on that description of old age, full of
enigmas and allusions, that suggest the daz-rhn- g

sleights-of-liau- d of a juggler tossing
skulls, Mariellous artist, lm plays out his
wager to the end, skimming with the addiess
of a rope dancer the this of wonls and of Ideas,
twinging tho nerves, already painfully excited,
enlarging in wantonness ids
wounds, nnd challng gleefully the lips of his
open sore, Wo quote from our English ver-
sion the rematknblo passage which M, lteniin
has In mind;

rtiup. J, v. 1. Reuitinl cr now thy Cn utjr in the dai
of ttiy youth, vvhilt the evil ditye mint not. m r ttie
y care draw nUh when thou ehult eny, 1 tiuvu nopleanure
In Iheni

2 II hlle the etui, or ttie Unlit, or the moon, or the. etarl
be not darkened, nor the cloud return after I lie ruin,

3 In the day when tho keeper of the houee ehall
treintte and the iirou.i men thull bow ihcincUc-- , and
Uii'FrltidcriiCia-- e het.ai!fe they aro few, und ttioeu tlut
look out of tho window lie darkened

4 And the door ehallhc etiilt In the street when the
round of the k'rindlng I low, and lie aliall riee up at the
voice of the bird, and all tiie daunliur- - of music Hhall be
t roughl low

o AUo when they thai! be afraid of ttiat which lhluh,
and fear tluill he tn the way.Vn t Hie frrnrhcppcr thatl
hu a burden, und delre eh ill fall; becnue man iroeth to
Mi lonif liome aud the mourner po abctit ttie etrect

0 Or tier the ellver cord tsi looed, or ttie I'olden
bowl be broken, or the pitcher be Iroktn ut the fountain,
or the whit! broken hi iho citern

7 Ihei h!lthr dtlt-- relurn to theeariti a 11 wan and
(tic tplrit eliull return unto clod, who pave It

s Vainly of lauiiit, aallli Hie Preacher, all i vanity.

And for nil that, continues Itc'iinu. we loie
tho author of Ecolosi.istos. for he bus set
his finger on the quick of nil our souuws.
There are few things ho has not seen. Un-

doubtedly it Is foiliinato that such a
man we have had aZcnn nml nn Eplctetus. Hut
no Greek over comprehended better thnn this
Haddiiceo tho strangeness of our lot. In the
uulliorof llecloslustes wo recognUo tho author
of tho book of Job, only he I botue six or suien
centuries older. The eloquent nml terrible out.
cry sf tho nntlqiin Hebrew book, the almost
blnsphoinniiB objurgations of the old patilarch,
nro become the resigned and pensive badinage
of n cultivated man of the world. Much more
religious at bottom, tho author of Job ii fin
uioie audaclouo lu his language, EcclosiubUb i

has no longor oven tho strength to cry out
against God. 'TIs so futile. Like Job, ho bows
Ijefotoitn unknown power, whoso actions carry
with them no nppiecliiblo wairaiit. Hut he
consoles himself, ami weio women but u llttlo
less tlet fitful, judges a llltlo less corrupt, one's
heirs a little loss ungrateful, mul rulers a jot
moro serious, ho weld become reconciled
to life, nml would agree to acknowledge that It

Is extiemely pleasant, even with a peevish old
age In prospect, to enjoy tranquilly. In the so-

ciety of a lwlovod wife, the foitune that you
Imie managed to amass by your Intelligent o.

The uutlior says too many haul things of wo-

men not to hnio louut them dearly. 1'roni the
way he speaks of them, you feel that It would
need but little to rnilie his fondness for lb"
sex. Ho Is not so disgusted n lilt life but that
lie has somo good, practical udileo to offer
touching tho mode of keeping yourself on a
gootl footing at court, the precautions to be
taken In your dealings with pilosis, tho sound
employment of your funds, ami tho method of
illstilbutlng your Investments so as not to lose
uiciy thing al once.

V.

Tills singularly tired phllosophv was not new
In Israel: It was thnt of all quiet and souslhlo
folk, who were neither prophets nor zealots,
nor more or less fanatical seeturles of a king-

dom of Gotl. The Jewish peoplo Is at once the
most religious of nations, and at the same time
that wliich has the simplest of religions. It Is
God's people, yet It Is not without good roasou
that antiquity termed it an atheistic folk.

rovenU to us no established dogma-decreein- g

power, no religious catechism, no
teaching priests, no conception of prophets.
To fear, that Is to say, respect Gotl, Is every-
thing; the rest Is but dim gut I on of narrow
minds, misconception of man's relation to the
Eternal.

'TIs tho glory of tho people of Israel to haio
been the first to pereolio the vanity of super-
stition nnd of religious chlmerus. From an
epoch whoso remoteness wo cannot calculate,
tho ancestor of tho Israelites detected the folly
of Idolatry, of local and multiplex dli Initios, of
grandiose Imaginings about tho life beyond tho
giavo. When an Israelite traveised and
liolioM the Sphinxes of Thebes, the Memnonln,
the subterranean chnmbctsof the Serapcitm,
thoso houses of the dead so much superior to
the duellings of the Hlllig, tho feeling he

was that of tile pity gen-crat-

by tho sight of an absurdity.
God then appeared to him iu His
grnndctirnnd His unity, smiling at men and
their follies. Chief of .those, follies ivns, to his
eyes, tho pretension to Immortality. "God
alono endures;" such has been always tho
fundamental basis of tho Semitic monothe-
ism. Man Is but a transitory being, nnd the
worst exhibition of pride on his part would bo
to equal himself to Gotl by ascribing to himself
eternity. The Pharaoh who reared pyramids
with a view to a limitless existence, far fioin
Inlng rcgaiilcl by the Israelite siigo us a re-

ligious man, mndn on him tho Impression of
sacrilege. The belief In iitiinott.ility, far from
seeming to him a pious sentiment, wore to him
tiie aspect of an Insult to Gotl ami common sens,..
The Jewish multitude. Ilka all Instluct-olieylii- g

Isings of all epochs, believed In tho rrjaim. or
ghosts; thoy had sorcerers ami Borcoroses
who professed toeioke spocticftnnd make them
talk with men. Hud the sages of Israel left the
people alone, the hitter, with their mtitnl and
their rcni'in, would hnio constructed a hell ami
a mythology llko all other nations. Hut the
sages were strong enough to still,) these dicams
lu the genu. "In tho scnof," thoy taught, you
feel nothing, know nothing, see nothing.
The rcai'm uro nothingness; they ptnlso not
God. Once the breath of llfo has reuseended to
God who gave it, tho body is decomposed and
icturns to earth."

Hero Is the point ot view at wliich wo should
placo oni'solies to well discern the profound
opposition of tlm Aryan and Semitic systems,
as well as tho secret of the absolute divergence
of these two great races In lespeetof tellglon.
In the Aryan system the jnfi'in or ancestors are
gods; they are Iiiiuiort.il; they exist of them-
selves face to face with thelother gods. In the
Semitic system such a conception is Hie quin-
tessence of Impiety: one being only exists
etertinlly. nnd this isGod. Man Is a creature
essentially transitory ami mortal. To suppose
that any one is eternal iu God's pioseneo Is to
dwarf (loil Is to place uutsido of Him beings
independent of Illm.

Thus far tho system Is true and loglcjl. Tho
point at which the Semite plunges Into Insolu-
ble dlfllcultles Is whore he affirms not only
that God s great, but that He is at the same
time just; that He enjoins good, and forbids
evil, rewards goodness, punishes wicketlncsB.
Hero endless objections aie encountered. Tho
just man being the favorite of God, ami the un-
just man being the object of His hatred nnd
disgust, how happens it that the just mnn Is
ofteu unhappy, persecuted? How befalls it Hint
the wicked man prospers, nnd may, after death,
lie conducted to tlio tomb with all the marks
of lienor? There Is the problem which from
pei haps a thousand years lioforo Christ up to
the heart of tho middle agos has never ceased
to trouble Israel, And nssuredly thoro was
ground enough. Tho lucougi ulty, the antin-
omy, which tho Hebrew sages sought to dis-
semble ns much ns possible, Is ono of thoso that
blast tho eyes. Nature) Is tho quintessence of
injustice, nnd human socloty, a rellox of nature,
Is, notwithstanding the very trlilal reparation
brought about by tho fooling of uprightness
which exists In mnn, a tissue of miscarriages
and violations of justice. Were thoro no other
llfo to redress tho InlqulUesol this, to maintain
that Gotl is just and tho friend of goodness
would bo tho tnostpuorllo of paradoxes or tho
most senseless of mondaeltles.

That Is tho matrix Idea, so to speak, of tlio
whole Hcbralo moiomcnt, tho procicntiio
cause of nil tho revolutions which hnvo b.en
developed In the liosom of tho pooplo of Israel,
The sages of the old school maintained with
Impertutb.iblo naivete! that viittio Is always
locompcnscd and lico punished hcte ls'low.
The adversity that sti Ikes tho good man is but
a temporary test. Hitch Is tho theory that
forms the basis of tho liook of Job, of tho
Pioioilis, of many of the Psalms of tlio Wisdom
ot Jesus, son of Hlrnch, of the books of Esther,
Judith, nnd Tobias. Tho prophets, on the
other hand, and certain of tho Psalmists do
not exhibit a typo of wisdom altogether po

tuinquil and reassured. The author of Uie
seventy-thir- d feels stings of tletcoenvy
at seeing "the prosperity," or, us M. lli'tmn
translates It, the peaco "of the wicked," These
pious rcnlnts giie lent to bursts of rage ut be-

holding the course of human atfilrs. The well
being of sinners exasperates thorn, and drives
them to desperato oiilciles. God lsdo"lng;
yea. I nit Gotl will have His tiny. Ills great as-

size In some suit, when He will redress tho
voi hi, and set all in the light path.

Jehovah s day thus becomes tho objectlvo
point of Israel's liritaiod conscience1. Tho
present world is tho quintessence of Injustice,
but justice shall nnodny lelgn. There will bo
a reign of God, which shall be the reign of the
saints, tho lelgn of the Ideal Jew over a reno-
vated world. 'Tho oxtr.ionllnary eilsls of tho
litre ot the Maccabees had tlio effect of ghlng'
this conviction Mosslanlo and npoealyptio
forms, ltcsurrcctlon was becomo necessary.
Those mintyts who suffer the most cruel death
for their Illicitly Id Iho Tlmra-- h nv maintain
that they obtain tlnir compensation here be-

low? A special recompense Is nccotdlnglycou-ceiiet- l
fur tho martyrs. Porn thousand yeius

they shall Willi tlio Messiah Inn Jerusalem
of gold ami piecloiis htoties, become the centre
of the woild. The sonoiis which the approach
of the year U9J must necessarily bring tilth It
to these elect nnier occur to the mind of tho
npoealyptio dreamers. Tho conception of a
boundless destiny for man seuicoly enters u
Jeiil-- h bruin. A thousand years is pielty long;
really mni tym, nt the end of that time, ought to
bo satiated with tiling.

Christianity was the consequence of thnt ex-

ecs, ho exultation which fiom the time ot
l'.pl plumes was seething, so to sieak,

la the spirit of Israel. The Uiilstluti hope was
at llfstonly for tiie lelgnof a thousand years,

cent in y af . oithotlox Cluls.
tiaiih dc.i.no their eouilvttou to bo that tho

roljjn of Justleo will bo realized upon tho earth.
llntChrlstlanlty.spriingfrom tho loins of Israel,
Is developed outside of Israel. Mord'and moro
tho Christian doctors) tend to placo God's king-

dom lu tho Ideal. With the (Week philosophy,
mcuis-iior-

, tho dogma of the Immortality
of the soul Is Introduced Into the Church,
nud coupled moro or less uvikwuidly with that
of the resurrection of tlio body. Tho solution
of the Jewish pioblem Is discovered. Tho
reparation of this wot Id's InjiiHlIca Is efl'eded
In another. The explanation of the seeming
eccentricities of Ihegoiernnient of IYorldoneo
IseliJiras tho dny. God leaves In this woi hi a
portion of mil to discipline tho just; but this
world Is nothing; the Chilstlnnexlnts only In
lien of the kingdom to come. Instead of the
bl.if.lng wriilh which tliewoild's Iniquities In-

spire In the icrlUible Jewish prophet, tho
Chiistinn experiences nothing but nscnicely
meriloilous resignation. For him thote Is
eternity.

Tills solution, which triumphed only by rup-
turing the inosl deeply tooled principles of
Judaism, did not byuny moans seduce the ma-
jority of Israel. The groat iclielsof the year 70,

with whom Titus had Ut eopo, tho Intractable
sectaries of Adrian's time. Hie author of tlio
book of Judith, the writer of the bookot To-
bias, nro faithful to Ilia old phllosophv. In tho
Talmud the problem remains suspended.
Many Talniiidleiloclots belleio iu tlio kingdom
of God ami In the tcstirroctlon, llko tho Chris-
tians; the iiinjoilly, however, depart not from
tho iindentBystom. Those iiiodhcvnl martyrs
whom Christian fanaticism hooped upon the
fagots did not all believe lu the immortality
of tho soul, A iv rt nl n Hebrew saint
of Mnyence. on his way lo tho stake.
Invents all Imaginable offences, nnd lays them
to his own ehaige, In onler to justify Provi-
dence nml uphold the fuinl.iinent.il principle
that God could not lu the end abandon one who
had truly been His servant. Up'lo our own day
a llko attitude gives their fort e to groat Israel-It- e

souls. The Jew has not tho Christian's
resignation. To the Clulstlan poverty and
humility aro virtues; to the Jew thoy nro mis-
fortunes we should light against. Abuses, nets
of violence that Und the Chrlstinn linpnsslie,
revolt the Jew, and thus It hnpieus
that tho Israelite element lma becomo In our
time, and In all eouuttics Hint possess It, a
great clement of progiesB and rofonn. The
Imliistiinl and llminehil Ht.Hlmonl-- m ami mys-

ticism nf our day aro half due to Judaism. In
Hie French revolutionary movements) tho Jew-
ish element has played u leading part. 'Tib
horo below that we should reallo the largest
possible ninouut of justice. The Jonish tllba,
"confidence," that assurance that man's des-
tiny cannot 1st meant to be frivolous, and that a
splendid future of cnllghtenm 'lit awaits hu-
manity. Is not the aseetin hope of a paradise
counter to man's natuie; It Is philosophical
optimism, bullion nn oppression of luilnclbio
faith In the reality of goodness.

Coholct, or EotioslaBtoH, has his definite plnco
In the history of the reiolt of tho Jewish
conscience nguiust the iniquity nt the world.
Ho lepiesents a halt ill the stiugglo. In
him you II ml not a trace of Mcsslanlsin.
or resuricetlon, or religious fanaticism, or
patriotism, or special esteem for Ills nice.
Thorn is nothing after tlenlii; Jehovah's
day neier comes: God is iu heaven: He will
never icign on eaitli. Cohiiet sees tho futility
off Hurts) lo eoncilhito God's justice with the
diiftof tho world. lie makes the liest of It.
Once man has fullltlcd Ills elementary duties
toward his Cientor, he has nothing moro to do
but Hie lu pence, enjoying at Ids ease tho for-
tune ho has honorably acquired, awaiting
caluily old age, ami depicting It In d

phrases. The author's dainty, voluptuous tem-
perament Indicates that ho had more than one
private comfort toeonsolo him forblsposslmifct
philosophy. Like all pessimists of talent, he
loves life; the Idea of suhido which ciosse.s
Job's mind momentarily at the sight of tlin
abuses of the world never for an instuiit enters
hisbrnlii.

That Is the capital Inteiest of the book of
H alone, absolutely alone, poi trays

for us on Intellectual and moral situation
which must have boon that of a multitude of
Jens. The Incieilulous man wiltes little, and
his writings run many risks of loss. Tho des-
tiny of the Jewish pooplo having lieeu essen-
tially religious, tho profane portion of its
literature has necessarily lieen snerlllced. The
Song of Solomon nnd Kedcplasles uro like a
loie song and a llttlo treatise of Voltaire gone
astray among the folios of a theological library.
Ills this that makes them previous. Yes,
Israel's stoiy would lack one of its chief illu-

minations had wo not some sheets lo paint for
us tho spiritual stato of an Israelite resigned
to tho uoiinul lot of humanity, foibidding
himself to cherish mental exaltation and hope,
viewing the prophets as crary men, If there
were any In IiIh tlmo tho attitude. In short, of
an Israelite unexeited by any social Utopia
or dream of tho future. Hero wo haio oraio
curiosity. In tho Bonibro und perpetually
high-strun- g volume which hns scried ns the
moral nerve of Immunity, tho dozen pages of
this llttlo discourse nro tho sole pages
written In cold blood. Tho author is a
man of the world, not a pious man or a
doctor of theology. You would pronounce
him unacquainted with tho Tliora; If ho has
ever rend tho prophets, thoso furious trib-
unes of justice, ho has vory hllghtly assimi-
lated their spirit, their passionate nrdor
against evil, their rcstlos jealousy for God's
honor. Ono thought sums up tlio history of the
Hebrew prophets for a thousand years "a day
will oomo when justleo and bliss shall dwell
upon tlio eaitli." Eccleslustcs is not by any
means a member of this family of exulted
souls. In tho great chain borne on from Isaiah
to Jesus, there is no place for him. To him
tho earth appears to be given over to abuses,
and he scorns to plqua himself on multutiiiniug
that tho world will neier be better than It Is.

Was tlio position ot our sago at bottom ua Iso-

lated iu his own time as at first sight it seems
to lie in the history of llteratuio? AYo should
beware of thinking so. Although represented
by fewer writings than the prophetic nnd Mes-
sianic sdiool, the school of bilges, bared on a
denial ot a life beyond the grave, ami on the
exclusive pursuit ot a practical philosophy.
loading to fortuno mul success, had alviays
had not a fow votaries In Israel. Tho
book ot Proverbs, which is eailier than tho
captivity, Is, In lis essence, no loss piofuno
than is Ecclesiastos. Eiery thing in it is
retluciblo tn a worldly wisdom, diawu
from tlio temporal experience ot llfo;

has no placo In It, except as an element
of the conduct aud lich.ivlorot awcll-biedmn-

The Wisdom of Jesus, sou of Bir.u li, which
was composed In Hebiow about ISO years lio-

foro Christ soino yearB, accordingly, before
tho crisis of the Muceuboes cIocb not transcend
in any wise the framework ot the old philoso-
phies. Llko Coholot, Uie son ot Hlrach, places
virtue in a certain right medium, and lu the
wisdom that brings sikvcsh. Hut the son of
tiirach Is much more pious than Iho uutlior of
lXvleslastes. Ho is a fervent Mosul-it- . Theie
Is some thing touching In the trouble
which he takes lo oxeusy God for
Hie eccontilcltlt's that take place umlei
his retflmo. If ho has no conception of a

of Mosslanlsni, be at least believes
in tho otemlty of Israel; he loieieiu-e- s rim
Paints, ami although hhi ideas touching long
prnyeis, tho bullet in dreams, and ubout the
ciliscrianco of tho law lielng better than s.icrl-Ih- o

opproueh thoso of Ci'helet, yet the son of
Sirach Is ol tjuito another hdiool fiom oiu
skeptical author. Ho Is a patnot. Now, this
fundamental religion ot the Isiiulite, that is
the l.ist to die in his hem t, and that sun lies
nil his disillusions, is scaicely perceptible iu
tho author ot Eoieslustcs, He Is not proud to
boiiJow;you feel that should he one day Iiml
himself lu relations with the Gieeks mul

ho will Fpaio no cftort to disguise his
nice, and to make a good llguro without icfcr-enc- o

to tho Mysalo Luv In tltu " high llfo "of
his time,

VI.'
To sum up. M. Hunan pronouncf s tho book of

Eccleshihtes, ns It emerges from the ilgorous
clutch ot modem criticism, ono of the most
charming noiks liequcuthcd to us by antiquity.
'Xhepliiu hap, tho limit ol all UcbiovvflcilvL.

MHHHraMrMraHfaBiBaMMrMm"sIJiIJJJII

Tho construction Is not firm enough. ThflRnn- - H
end purport of tho book Its mothod of unroll- - M
Ing tho oonfeBsIoiiB of nn aged king, dlsgustiiil a
with llfo. sous to reach by every kind of path 3
(lie deduction "All Is Minily" In indicated with d
into felicity; but It Is not followed up with suf-- H
Ihient persistency. The author loses himself 9
In reflections whoso link with tho main thrmo V
you can nut trace, As with tho book of Job, M
It needs not n llttlo effoit nnd good will on tlio
render's part to redress Into unity such an- - jj
bridled discursiveness. The lack of unity lu j
also tlio defect exhibited In u most ngnii- - jj
vntetl dcgico by the Hong of Bolomon. Tho B
Gieoksiilonoknowhoivtofaphlonlogli.il pm S
fectlv consecutive) nnd works. ffl

'I'hf t iinitiawas a dlseovciy H
of tho Greek genius. Eiery Hellenic couiie.ist. H
Hon Is a temple wherein nil tho parts nro tunc,- -
lions ono of another, so truly thnt you may re

the whole by menus of n Blngle fritgninnt.
Cmtatnly. It Is iiolso with tho book of Ktvlo- - k

slastes. Entlio chnptets might lie lopdofl
without defacing tho work considered ns a
whole.

Neither Is tlionuthor's phlloRophyvcryptriit-l- y

concatenated. Tho deduction from his '
premise's ought to lie Impiety. Tlieoilorus ol
(lyrenu, who has so much In common with him, j

does. In fact, arrlio at atheism. Hut there Is
something touching In Coholet's Inconsistency.
From two or tin eo passages, where you fancy fl
ho Isjibotit to drop Into sheer materialism, ho 1
Biuldniily bounds aloft with a noblo aissuit. M.
ltcinnn thinks this mode of phllcxciplilying ir A

tho tiuo ono. You will nover slleneo 1
tho objections of tho materialist. There) a
Is no example of n thought, n feeling. J
being produced without tho medium of
a brain, or with a brain In dccoin- -
position. On tho other hand, mnn will novel 1
succeed In persuading himself Hint his fnto Is
identical with an anlmul's. Even though this J
wero capable of demonstration, you would not
belleio It, It Is this that should embolden uu
to give our thought free wing. Nccessnry be-

liefs nro boyond harming. Mankind will listen
to us only In proiiortloniiB our spoeulatlio sys-
tems match with their duties and their In-

stincts. Lot us say what wo really think. For
all our agnosticism, woman will not the less go
on flinging hor happy lullaby. Infancy will bo
ijot a whit moro anxious, youth not a jot
Tcss exhilarated; tho ilttuous mnn will re-

main virtuous, tho Carmcllto will con-tln-

to larernta his flosh, tho mother
to fulfil her duties, tho bird to war- - I
hie, tho be'o to gather honey, In his
wildest follies Coholct cIocb not lose flight of
God's judgment. Let us do like him. Amid
the absolute fluidity of things let ub uphold tho
Eternal. Without It wo should bo neither nt
lllieitynor comfortably Bituntod to discuss it.
Tho worst sufferers on tho morrow of the day,
when men belleio iu Ood no more, will be tho '

atheists themselies. Thinkers neier speculate
moro unrestrainedly than whon they know
that their speculations entail no practical re-

sults. Him; out. church bells, nt your willl Tho
loutlorye ring, the moro freely I will permit I
myself to hint Hint your iionl hears with It no J

plain meaning. Did I fear I ejould ever slleneo l
you, ah, 'tis then I should grow timid and dit- -
cteet. f

What paitleularly attracts tin In Eidc-last- is j

Is the nuthoi 's pcisonnllty. NolIy was over p
more lititiir.il or moio simple. His egoism iu Jj

so candidly mowed that it falls to shock us. I
Hu must certainly have been a loinble mnn. I 1
should bale had n thousand times more coiitl- - I
tlenco lu him than in all tho liaaiilhu, his eon- - I
temporal ies. A Bkeptlo's good nature) Is tho I

most trustworthy and stablo; It iosts upon n V
thorough recognition of the supreme truth, its
cipeiiif. It would seem that Cohulet never
married. 'Tis the worst stricturo uiion his
time. Ho would have been sure to find menu
elny women, at once charming and fm It sh I
guileful thnn he conceives them, to console ami
love lilm. Women are sehlom nngoreii by tho
harsh things said of their sex. A show ot

townid them they Interpret
that men think a good deal about tliein.
Women only feel n positive disdain nnd aver- - '

slon for the man who they see can lno con-
tentedly without thorn, YoudoniilallijKftlitii
offend them by telling them that lor you

has lost its sal or.
It Is in this respoct that Coholot i ueh a

profoundly modern liook. In It the pessimism
of our own day finds the subtlest expression.
Tho uutlior seems to us like n resigned r.

far siipet lor. however, to him wlimnn
strokeof ill luck drove to waste-hi- s days in tier-mn- u

boercoll.iis. Cohelel, like men of genius
In our own time, looks on sot row with a gleam
of mirth, nnd on mirth with a twinge of sud-nes- s.

Ho draws no liaid and fast
ho fluctuates between his .

contradictions; he loves llfo, though ho elptreb- - II
Its vanity. Above all, ha never uttitudiiu.ce. U
He does not plquo himself on tho effect ho is B
producing; does not tutu ono cyo upon hiinscll a
while casting his malediction nt existence He (jj

is perfectly sincere in puying that he finds Jr
everything frivolous and empty. One llkts. to "
conceive lilm as a man of exqulslto retlncuicnt
and high breeding as It were tlin am ester ot ja
some opulent Parisian Jew, gono astray in the H

Palestine of tho time of Jesus or of the Mace a- - ST

bees. 1
In fact, tho author of Ecelepinstcfi Ib cssen- - J

tlally and preeminently, tho modern Jew Togo
fromldm to Henri He. Ine Is but passing from j
ono room to the next. When you compaio lilm f
with Ellas, with Jeremiah, with Jesus, with y
John of Oischnla, you can scarcely compiehthd 4

how ono and the same race can have pioduad
such dlvon-- o Individualities. When you com-

pare lilm, on the other hand, with the imali rn f
Israelite with whom thogrent comnietUnl cities j
of Europo haio Issqi familiar for half u century.
you pe reouo a singular resemblance. w,ut lHt
thousand years, ho peenis to say until
tho Roman arrogance is worn out. till
baiburlstu has passed nway, ai.il yon thall
see) how this son of the prophets this
brother ot the zealots, this cousin of Ctirml, j

will comport himself like an nceoinpliphe ' man y
oftho worhl; Willi what ease ho will glhlc tntc i
thofoldsof modern civ, li.it Ion: how ppimIIy J
ho will protect himself fr. mi ely nastic end feml.il 1

prejudices; how well he iv III sen-c- i the seci.tol I
enjoying a world lm did not fashion, of eullli e
tlio fruits ot lleldshedid not till, of suppluntu g n
tho down who pcisecutes lilm, ot reinilnruiu s
himself indispensable to the simpleton iv hi'th-- l

d.ilnsliim. 'Tis for lilm would you be i v. It U

that CloiisandliisFi.iiik.sstrucksuchil 'si'- - I
ty blows with their sii oids, that tho nice . ' .net I
spun Its ivebof statin i.itt for u thoiriiind , ' I
that Philip Augustus conqucrnd ut H ! '""' t
aud Cotulo at ltocrol. Oh. the linky -- .unt- (

point from which to conquer the joysti tins j
life-t- hls of the Jew. who prod, ilniH the i vnlnl
Wo have all known him. this sage on i

whom no supeiuatural chimera lends nsuiiy.
ivliolwould giio all the dreiuns about .He 'l"11

llfo for the realities of an hour ot this tumly .

opposed to abuses, but for all that a- - 'lt"e J
ilcinocialie as possible at onco sin i

' end J
haughty when iustnlletl In a place f i ' 7,

an aiistesq.it by his fine skin, h " r'
voub susceptibility, it nil tho niu'ii il - 1

man who has known hmv to " nt 7
himself exhausting labor a pleleoim by

his small esteem for martial prowess. 11ml t1"'

trace of an age-lon- g debasement, wh ' l"'1
late-lio- n distinction has not eradi'.i'" 'I "
iho overturned the wmld by his f.uth ' ,' J
kingdom no longer U hcies in any tl - ' ' ,
wealth. This Is beeau-- e wcultliis m.'v 11- - j
tight rewanl. Ho knows liow to h"

knows how to enjoy. No -- lily burst f .1 ..ty ;
vull make hini exchange Ins luxurn u- - t""'1'

ing furgloiy 11011 by "
stoical asceticism will m.il.c him quit I. '

for tho fchadow of the cloister. To In- - ll" ;

tlio wliolo stake plaioel fm In the p. 'i v
life Is hero below. He has att.ilued to '"'J
wisdom; to saior ill po.n-- the li '

his past toil, amid the niasteq ivoik-'- f t't ' '
qiitslto ait, and thetl.ili.iy ii'i.ies ' "
he has exhausted. Niipiisliu, ci.nil' . "'
tho nhllosopliy of vainly, let. Hi. n - ' '

Abraham, convulse the earth, put J
' '

death upon the eioss, end. hi euiv t ' '

t'uttiro; wrap 10111 nvt.n 01 ' ' , .
tlaiucs: lioardeieiy tyi'.n.t x . v ' .,
end nt last bi aelis. as. ,1 11

n
;

in some richly till, mi..! i tn- - n . 1

I'hnmiis Klytes qtiaiti nn "1 s "'
is so Mhm titled plcasuu -- s Us ., ' ,

1


